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Reading,Writing, Grammar,

Exercises

The present perfect

To learn and practice the

present perfect

Elementary, Intermediate

60minutes

After going through your regular review and

teacher talk, tell the students that they’re going

to learn the present perfect in English

Make one copy of the worksheet for each student

Give one copy of the worksheet to each student.

Go through the grammar and exercises together.

Ask the students if they have any doubts.

Thank them for coming to the lesson.
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FORMPresent Perfect

[HAS/HAVE] + [past participle]

EXAMPLES:

NOTE: When you are using a verb tense with more than one part

such as Present Perfect (have seen), adverbs usually come between

the first part and the second part (have never seen).

USE 1 Unspecified TimeBeforeNow

We use the Present Perfect to say that an action happened at an

unspecified time before now. The exact time is not important. You

CANNOT use the Present Perfect with time expressions such as
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"yesterday," "one year ago," "last week," "when I was a chlid," "when I

lived in Japan," "at that moment," "that day" or "one day." We CAN

use the Present Perfect with expressions like "ever," "never," "once,"

"many times," "several times," "before," "so far," "already" and "yet."

EXAMPLES:

IMPORTANTHowdo you actually use the Present Perfect?

The concept of "unspecified time" can be very confusing to English

learners. It is best to associate Present Perfect with the following

topics:
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TOPIC 1 Experience

You can use the Present Perfect to describe your experience. It is

like saying, "I have the experience of..." You can also use this tense to

say that you have never had a certain experience. The Present

Perfect is NOT used to describe a specific event.

EXAMPLES:

(This sentence means that you have the experience of being to

France. Maybe you have been once, or several times.)

(You can add the number of times at the end of the sentence.)

(This sentence means that you have not had the experience of going

to France.)
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TOPIC2ChangeOver Time

We often use the Present Perfect to talk about change that has

happened over a period of time.

EXAMPLES:
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TOPIC3Accomplishments

We often use the Present Perfect to list the accomplishments of

individuals and humanity. You cannot mention a specific time.

EXAMPLES:

TOPIC4AnUncompletedActionYouAre Expecting

We often use the Present Perfect to say that an action which we

expected has not happened. Using the Present Perfect suggests that

we are still waiting for the action.

EXAMPLES:
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TOPIC 5MultipleActions at Different Times

We also use the Present Perfect to talk about several different

actions which occured in the past at different times. Present Perfect

suggests the process is not complete andmore actions are possible.

EXAMPLES:



© 2021 Language Advisor. All Rights Reserved

IMPORTANT

When we use the Present Perfect it means that something

happened at some point in our lives before now. Remember, the

exact time the action happened is not important.

Sometimes we want to limit the time we are looking in for an

experience. Expressions such as "in the last week," "in the last year,"

"this week," "this month," "so far" and "up to now" can be used to

narrow the timewe are looking in for an experience.

EXAMPLES:
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NOTICE

"Last year" and "in the last year" are very different in meaning. "Last

year" means the year before now. "In the last year" means from 365

days ago until now.

EXAMPLES:

(I went toMexico in 1998.)

(I have been to Mexico at least once at some point between 365

days ago and now.We do not know exactly when.)
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USE 2 Duration From Past Until Now

(Non-continuousVerbs)

With Non-continuous Verbs and some non-continuous uses of

Mixed Verbs, we use the Present Perfect to show that something

started in the past and has continued up until now. "For five

minutes," "for two weeks" and "since Tuesday" are all durations

which can be usedwith the Present Perfect.

EXAMPLES:
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EXERCISE 1.

Choose a verb from the box below and put it in the present perfect

form

Study cook play visit work eat wait pass

sing jump welcome wash

1. Paul________ spaghetti for dinner.

2. George and his friends ___________water polo once.

3. Sheila_________ her little cousins this week.

4. Mymother and father _____ always a lot

in their life.

5. Lucy _________ all the lemon ice-creamwhichwas in the

fridge.

6. Mark ________ his coach for two hours but it

yet.

7. David, Peter and John _________ in a church choir up to now.

8. Michael _________ his French and English friends.

9. They __________ the dishes.
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EXERCISE 2.

Add a sentence. Use the present perfect.

1. Sarah andBill have a big new flat in the city centre.

(They/recently/buy)

_____________________________________________

2. She is happy now. (She/find/new job)

_____________________________________________

3. I can speak five languages. (I/live/in different continents)

_____________________________________________

4. It is really cold today. (It/rain/a lot)

_____________________________________________

5. Stephen has a bad headache. (He/drink/toomuch)

_____________________________________________
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EXERCISE 1.

Put the verb in the correct form, present perfect (I have done) or

past simple (I did)

1. Marion ………………………………….(buy) a new handbag last evening.

2. I…………………………………(lose) my key. I can’t find it anywhere.

3. Themotorbike looks very clean. ……………………………………(you/wash) it?

4. Why …………………………………(Tom/not(come) to our party yesterday?

5. Jim and Lucy are married. They………………………………(be) married for 30

years.

6. The weather……………………………………(be) in the last few days, don’t you

think ?

7. Your hair is short……………………………………(have) a haircut?

8. Tina lives in Italy. She ………………………………(live) there all her life.

9. She doesn’t know your sister. She………………………………(never/meet) her.

10.I…………………………(be) ill several times last winter.
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EXERCISE 2.

Answer the following questions using thewords in brackets

1.When did it last snow? (for ages)

It………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………

2.When did I last come here? (sinceMonday)

I……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3.When did you last play rugby? (for two years)

I……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.When did you last drinkMoscato? (for a long time)

I……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5.When did you last study? (since lastWinter)

I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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EXERCISE 1.

Complete the sentences bywriting the correct form of the verb .

Earn buy cost meet have

be sell lose break

1. My flat ________________ £50.000 in 1976.

2. Last winter they __________ somuchmoney that they

_______a boat.

3. Theweather _____________very fine in the last fewweeks.

4. Tom________________ all his paintings today.

5. I can’t findmy glasses. I__________ them.

6. I____________my leg.

When _________ you _______ it ?

7. It is the first time she ____________ her boss outside the

office.

8. (you/have) ________________a holiday this year?
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EXERCISE 2.

Complete the following questions by using the correct form of

the verb in bracket.

1. _________ she ____________ doing the cleaning yet ?

(finish)

2. _________ they ___________their grandparents last

summer ? (visit)

3. _________ you ever _________ to theUSA ? (be)

4. When _________ he last _________ his brother ?

(meet)

5. What _________ theweather like in Rome last month ?
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