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Reading,Writing, Grammar,

Exercises

SIMPLE PAST

To learn and practice theSIMPLE

PAST in English

Beginner, Elementary, Intermediate,

60Minutes

After going through your regular review and

teacher talk, tell the students that they’re going

to learn the SIMPLE PAST in English

Make one copy of the worksheet for each student

Give one copy of the worksheet to each student.

Go through the grammar and exercises together.
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FORMSimple Past

EXAMPLES:

NOTE: When you are using a verb tense with only one part such as Simple

Past (visited), adverbs usually come before the verb (often visited). Please

remember this is different from verbs with more than one part such as

Present Continuous.

Use the Simple Past to express the idea that an action started and finished

at a specific time in the past. Sometimes the speaker may not actually

mention the specific time, but they do have one specific time inmind.
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EXAMPLES:

We use the Simple Past to list a series of completed actions in the past. These

actions happen 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th...

EXAMPLES:
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The Simple Past can be used with a duration which starts and stops in the

past. A duration is a long action often used with expressions like "for two

years," "for five minutes," "all day" or "all year."

EXAMPLES:

USE 4Habit in the Past

The Simple Past can also be used to describe a habit which stopped in the

past. It can have the same meaning as "used to". To make it clear that we are

talking about a habit we often use expressions such as "always," "often,"
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"usually," "never," "...when I was a child" or "...when I was younger" in the

sentence.

EXAMPLES:

IMPORTANT "When clauses" happen first

Clauses are groups of words which have meaning but are not complete

sentences. Some clauses begin with the word when such as "When I dropped

my pen..." or "When class began..." These clauses are called "when clauses"

and they are very important. The examples below contain "when clauses."

EXAMPLES:

"When clauses" are important because they always happen first when both

clauses are in the Simple Past.
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Fill in the text s belowwith the simple past.

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 ____________ settlers from the

East Coast to the West Coast of the United States. Within a few years, the

population of California ____________ drastically, and

settlers ____________ better mail service from their families and

friends in the East. Stage coaches ____________ the mail, but

they ____________ slow and ____________ several weeks to reach

the West. Ships from New York also ____________ the mail around

SouthAmerica, but this journey took even longer.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): be, bring, carry, demand,

increase, take
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In 1860, the Pony Express ____________ to deliver mail across the

country. Riders ____________ St. Joseph, Missouri, on the first part of

the journey to California. Men on fast horses ____________ in relays

day and night at top speeds for ten to fifteen miles across the country. A new

rider ____________ ready at each of the nearly two hundred stations

along the route. The mail ____________ two thousand miles away in

Sacramento ten days later.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): arrive, be, begin, leave,

ride

The riders ____________ day and night. Horses and

men ____________ out quickly, and Pony Express riders

frequently ____________ physical danger when they ____________

through Indian attacks. Unfortunately, the Pony Express

only ____________ for nineteen months. The

government ____________ to give financial help to the company, and

in 1861 the completion of the first transcontinental telegraph line at Salt

LakeCity, Utah, ____________ the end of the Pony Express.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): mark, meet, refuse, ride,

wear
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John Jacob Astor ____________ his home in Germany

and ____________ in America in 1783 after the American Revolution.

He ____________ the fur-trading business and ____________ his

own fur-gathering expeditions in New York State. By 1800,

Astor ____________ a quarter of a million dollars. In 1808,

he ____________ the American Fur Company and ____________

his fur-trading business into the Northwest Territory and the Louisiana

Territory. Astor also ____________ the Oriental trade business

and ____________ American furs forOriental silk, tea, and glassware.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): arrive, enter, extend, form,

have, learn, leave, start, trade

He ____________ most of his profits from the fur and Oriental trade

business in farm lands, and within a few years, he ____________ a great

deal of property in present day New York City. When he ____________

in 1848, he ____________ the richest man in America. His real estate
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holdings and property rentals ____________ more than $20 million.

John Jacob Astor ____________ much of this money to libraries,

universities, and charities across the United States.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): be, donate, die, invest, own,

total

Alexander Graham Bell ____________ an inventor, a scientist, and an

educator. He ____________ the University of Edinburgh

and ____________ for his grandfather, a speech teacher, and his father,

a speech teacher and writer. In 1870, he ____________ to Canada with

his parents and ____________ in Ontario where he ____________

at several schools for the deaf. He ____________ a school in Boston in

1872 to train teachers in his method. He ____________ a professor of

speech and vocal physiology at Boston University from 1873 to 1877.
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During that time, he ____________ with a device for transmitting

several telegraph messages at once over a single wire and ____________

his workwith the deaf.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): attend, be, continue,

experiment, immigrate, settle, start, teach, work

Later, he ____________ the principles of the two experiments

and ____________ the basic principle of the telephone. In March 1876,

he ____________ the telephone and ____________ intelligible

words. The money that he ____________ from his

telephone ____________ his future experiments. He ____________

the photo-phone, a device to transmit speech along a beam of light, and an

electric probe for surgery, a forerunner of the X ray. In the 45 years after the

invention of the telephone, Bell ____________ many years of service to

the deaf. In later years, he ____________ the telephone because

it ____________ his experiments.

Word list (a word may be used more than 1 time): combine, develop, dislike,

finance, give, interrupt, invent, patent, receive, transmit
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