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Reading,Writing, Grammar,

Exercises

the past perfect and the past simple

To learn and practice the
difference between the past
perfect and the past simple

Intermediate, Advanced

45 Min

60minutes

After going through your regular review and

teacher talk, tell the students that they’re going

to learn the difference between the past perfect

and the past simple in English

Make one copy of the worksheet for each student

Give one copy of the worksheet to each student.

Go through the grammar and exercises together.

Ask the students if they have any doubts.

Thank them for coming to the lesson.
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The past perfect, also called the pluperfect, is a verb tense used to

talk about actions that were completed before some point in the

past.

The past perfect tense is for talking about something that

happened before something else. Imagine waking up onemorning

and stepping outside to grab the newspaper. On your way back in,

you notice amysterious message scrawled across your front door:

Tootles was here.When you’re telling this story to your friends later,

howwould you describe this moment?Youmight say something

like:
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The Past Perfect Formula

The formula for the past perfect tense is had + [past participle]. It

doesn’t matter if the subject is singular or plural; the formula

doesn’t change.

When to Use the Past Perfect

Sowhat’s the difference between past perfect and simple past?

When you’re talking about some point in the past and want to

reference an event that happened even earlier, using the past

perfect allows you to convey the sequence of the events. It’s also

clearer andmore specific. Consider the difference between these

two sentences:

It’s a subtle difference, but the first sentence doesn’t tie Tootles’s act

of usingwashable paint to any particular moment in time; readers

might interpret it as “Wewere relieved that Tootles was in the

habit of usingwashable paint.” In the second sentence, the past

perfect makes it clear that you’re talking about a specific instance

of usingwashable paint.
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Another time to use the past perfect is when you are expressing a

condition and a result:

The past perfect is used in the part of the sentence that explains the

condition (the if-clause).

Most often, the reason to write a verb in the past perfect tense is to

show that it happened before other actions in the same sentence

that are described by verbs in the simple past tense.Writing an

entire paragraph with every verb in the past perfect tense is

unusual.

WhenNot to Use the Past Perfect

Don’t use the past perfect when you’re not trying to convey some

sequence of events. If your friends askedwhat you did after you

discovered the graffiti, theywould be confused if you said:

They’d likely bewondering what happened next because using the

past perfect implies that your action of cleaning the door occurred
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before something else happened, but you don’t say what that

something else is. The “something else” doesn’t always have to be

explicitly mentioned, but context needs to make it clear. In this case

there’s no context, so the past perfect doesn’t make sense.

How toMake the Past Perfect Negative

Making the past perfect negative is simple! Just insert not between

had and [past participle].

How toAsk aQuestion

The formula for asking a question in the past perfect tense is had +

[subject] + [past participle].
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CommonRegular Verbs in the Past Perfect Tense

Common Irregular Verbs in the Past Perfect Tense

*The past participle of “to get” is “gotten” inAmerican English. In

British English, the past participle is “got.”
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1 By the time we got to the cinema the film ______________

(to start), so wemissed the first fiveminutes.

2 When I rang the bell there was no answer. The neighbour told

me that they ______________ (to go out) about half an hour

ago.

3 I saw Casablanca for the first time last night. I

______________ (to see NEGATIVE) it before.

4 I feel fat. I ______________ (to have) a huge lunch.

5 I spent a week in Miami recently. I ______________ there

before.

6 There was so much to see in Toledo. I wanted to see everything

but I ______________ (to haveNEGATIVE) enough time.

7 If I ______________ (to know) about the concert, I would

have gone.
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8 If you ______________ (to take) my advice, it wouldn't have

happened.

9 We would have had an argument, if she ______________ (to

mention) politics.

10 If you ______________ (to not park) there, you wouldn't have

got a parking fine.

11 They found the body on a building site. It ______________

(tomutilate "in the passive!").

12 She toldme she ______________ (to buy) a new car.

13 When he arrived, Eve wasn't there. She ______________ (to

leave) about fiveminutes before.

14 When we arrived back in Spain, they ______________ (to

lose) our luggage. We only had to wait to two days to get it

back though, and they delivered it to the house.

15 When I ______________ (to get back), nobody had done the

washing up. I was furious.
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