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Essential Question
How is life different than it was 
long ago?

Genre Nonfiction 

by Joe Court
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Long ago, it was hard to 
get to school. Boys and 
girls walked far. Some 
used horses. 
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Now people go to school 
by bus. Some walk or ride 
in a car.
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This was a school long ago. 
It had only one teacher.
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This is a school now.
It has many teachers.
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Long ago, a stove made a 
classroom warm. The light 
came from outside.
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Now pipes warm the 
rooms. The lights are 
inside the classrooms.
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Long ago, children sat 
in rows. They always 
sat at desks.
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Now children sit at tables. 
Some still sit at desks.
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Children wrote on slates.
They used old chalk.
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Now children use pencils 
and paper. Some children 
use computers. How do 
you write?
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Retell

Use the diagram to 
retell Schools Then 
and Now.   

Text Evidence

 1. Look at pages 2 and 3. Which 
picture is from long ago? 
Compare and Contrast 

 2. Look at page 4. Which words 
give you a clue about how 
things were? Compare and Contrast

 3. Is Schools Then and Now 
fiction or nonfiction? How can 
you tell? Genre

Retell

Text Evidence

12
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Compare Texts
How has school changed? 

Genre Nonfiction
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Children 
shared books.

Schools Long Ago

One room

Reading, writing, and math 

Not a lot of books 

14
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Schools Today

Many rooms

More subjects

A lot of books 

Make Connections
Look at both selections. How 
were schools different long ago?  
Text to Text

Children learn 
science.
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Purpose To show how you get 
to school

What to Do

Think about how you get 
to school.

Draw a picture of yourself 
going to school.

Share your picture with the 
class.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

16
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Nonfiction

The Topic 
What is Schools Then and Now 
mostly about? 

Vocabulary
What new words did you learn 
in the text?

Make Connections
How are the schools from long 
ago like your school? 

Literature Circles
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