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by Mel Abelin

PAIRED
READ

 Essential Question
What inventions do you know 
about?

Genre Biography

 Poetry: Fly Away, Butterfly  . . 13
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Meet Wilbur and Orville 
Wright. These brothers flew 
the first airplane! Wilbur was 
born in 1867. Orville was born 
in 1871. 

W ilbur is above, and 
Orville is on the 
right.
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Wilbur and Orville loved 
to learn. They liked to 
think of new ideas.

School desks looked 
like this.

STOP AND CHECK

Who flew the first airplane?En
ig

m
a/

A
la

m
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 One day Wilbur got hurt 
playing hockey. He read to 
pass the time. It took him 
three years to heal.  

This is where Wilbur lived while he 
healed.
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Orville began working 
in a print shop. When 
Wilbur felt better, he 
worked there too. 

Letters like these 
were used for 
printing. 
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Later, the brothers had an 
idea. They ran a bike shop 
and made an unusual bike. 
It had two wheels that were 
the same size. 

E arly bikes 
looked like 
this. 
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The brothers used the money 
they earned to learn more 
about flight. 

 Wilbur and Orville’s father 
stands at the center of this 
family picture.

STOP AND CHECK

How did the Wright 
brothers earn money? 
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 The Wright brothers were 
sure they could make a 
flying machine. First they had 
to guess how to do it. Then 
they found they were right. 
They made a glider that 
worked!   

This was 
the third 
glider that 
the Wright 
brothers built.
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The Wrights went to a beach 
to test their first plane. It 
was 1903.  

The beach was in 
North Carolina.
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Orville soared in the air for 
12 seconds. Airplane flight 
had begun!

Wilbur and others 
watched Orville fly.
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There was an event to 
thank the Wright brothers in 
1928. A statue was made to 
honor them.

Big wings are carved into the 
sides of the statue.

STOP AND CHECK

Why were the Wright 
brothers honored?(in

se
t)
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Problem

Steps to Solution

Solution

Retell

Use the chart to 
help you retell 
The Wright Brothers. 

Text Evidence

 1. Wilbur got hurt playing 
hockey. What did he do while 
he healed? Problem and Solution

 2. The brothers needed to see if 
their plane worked. How did 
they do it? Problem and Solution

 3. Is The Wright Brothers fiction 
or nonfiction? How can you 
tell? Genre

P bl
Retell

Text Evidence

12
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  Compare Texts
 Read about how butterflies are 
like planes. 

Genre Poetry

M
ic

ha
el

 N
ew

m
an

/P
ho

to
Ed

it

13

Program: CR14 Component: LR
PDF

Vendor: SRM Grade: 1

001_016_CR14_LR_G1_U5W3_L10_APP_119610.indd   13001_016_CR14_LR_G1_U5W3_L10_APP_119610.indd   13 3/11/12   5:28 PM3/11/12   5:28 PM



 Fly, fly away 
In the big, bright, 
 beautiful sky.
Soar and sway,
Fly away, butterfly!
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Fly, fly away
To the daisies and the 
 daffodils.
It’s a sunny spring day,
Fly away, butterfly!

Make Connections
How are butterflies like planes? 
Text to Text

(b
kg

d)
 n

ag
el

es
to

ck
.c

om
/A

la
m

y,
 (t

) S
to

ck
by

te
/G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es
, (

cr
) I

ng
ra

m
 P

ub
lis

hi
ng

/F
ot

os
ea

rc
h

15

Program: CR14 Component: LR
PDF

Vendor: SRM Grade: 1

001_016_CR14_LR_G1_U5W3_L10_APP_119610.indd   15001_016_CR14_LR_G1_U5W3_L10_APP_119610.indd   15 2/18/12   8:06 AM2/18/12   8:06 AM



Purpose To learn about things 
that fly 

What to Do

Write three things that fly.

Choose one thing from your 
list. Draw a picture of it.

Label your picture.

Conclusion Share your picture 
with the class.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

16

Program: CR14 Component: LR
PDF

Vendor: SRM Grade: 1

001_016_CR14_LR_G1_U5W3_L10_APP_119610.indd   16001_016_CR14_LR_G1_U5W3_L10_APP_119610.indd   16 2/18/12   8:07 AM2/18/12   8:07 AM



Nonfiction

The Topic 
What is The Wright Brothers 
about?

Text Structure
How did the author tell 
about events in the Wright 
brothers’ lives?

Make Connections
What other well-known people 
have you read about?

Literature Circles
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