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g, Essential Question

Why do we celebrate holidays?

Read about how people
celebrate the harvest.
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It marks the eh' of the growing

seaso —a fun _t‘lme of the year.
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Say Thanks

In our nation, families celebrate the

harvest in a number of ways. You can
eat a harvest dinner at home, or you
can go to a fair or festival. Harvest is a
time to unite with friends and family.
It is also a time when people share
harvest foods.

Farm stands have harvest fruits and
vegetables. These may include pumpkins
and apples in the fall and berries and
tomatoes in the spring.
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All across the United States, people *
give thanks for the fall harvest. This

day is called Thanksgiving. It is on the

fourth Thursday in November. Families

eat together and show that they are

thankful. But are you aware of the very

first Thanksgiving?
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In 1620, the people we call Pilgrims sailed from England and
landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts. The Native Americans
there taught the Pilgrims which crops to plant.

mfhe first Thanksgiving in our
nation was in 1621. The Pilgrims
who had come to America had
a feast to show thanks for the
harvest. They ate duck, deer,
corn, and squash. Can you
compare that to a meal today?

Bettmann/Corbis
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Today, families still give thanks with a *
feast. But they may eat such favorite

foods as turkey, corn, and green beans.
People like to enjoy the harvest foods
before they are gone.
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V*)))W Many families eat a special meal on Thanksgiving.
\ /4 Foods that are harvested in the fall may be part

of the celebration.
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Festivals and Fairs

In many states, Thanksgiving is a fun
affair! Some places hold big parades
where people march, sing, and dance.
At one parade, young actors wear
costumes. They act out the first
Thanksgiving. That is so you can see
what harvest was like
SO many years ago.

In Plymouth, the city of
the first Thanksgiving,
some people dress up
like Pilgrims and Native
Americans.
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[4»2 At the Kentucky Harvest Festival, the
corn crop is the star. Kids have a contest
to peel the most ears of corn. Families
join teams to play a Cornhole Toss
game. The teams toss a few bags filled
with corn kernels. They follow rules to

score. The winning team gets a surprise!

\ "4 :

A bean-bag toss game is
popular at Kentucky and
Ohio harvest festivals.
Players pitch their corn
bags and try to get it into
a hole.

Stan Rohrer/Alamy
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mI(Wanzaa is also a harvest

!OW, row, row your

(t) Mark Adams/Taxi/Getty Images; (b) Zuma Press/Newscom

celebration. Kwanzaa
means “first fruits.” At
this time, people give
thanks for crops such as
corn, apples, and pears.

In some places, pumpkins
are a BIG deal! Large

pumpkins are dug out Kwanzaa begins on December
and used as boats. After 26. It celebrates the harvest

) of Africa. Many people in
the race the pumpkins the United States celebrate

Kwanzaa traditions.

are used for compost,
or to make new dirt.

pumpkin! These giant
pumpkins make a
splash at Oregon'’s
Giant Pumpkin Race.
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i3 Pumpkin Race in Oregon

Corn Festivals in
¥” Kentucky and Ohio

Pilgrims at the First
Thanksgiving in
Massachusetts

-
Make Connections Q)

?) How do you celebrate the
® harvest? Essential Question

Across the nation,
people celebrate the
harvest. At home or
with others, it is no
wonder that harvest
is a fun time for all!
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) Comprehension

¢)  Author’s Purpose

An author’s purpose is the reason why an
author writes a selection.

Find Text Evidence

Find a clue to help you understand the

author’s purpose.
page 306
B

"The first Thanksgiving in our

nation was in 1621. The Pilgrims
who had come to America had

a feast to show thanks for the
@arvesyThey ate duck, deer,
corn, and squash. Can you

compare that to a meal today?
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Clue Clue
>)E The first Today people still
Thanksgiving feast have feasts on
was in 1621 to show | | Thanksgiving. There
thanks for the are dlso parades,
harvest. fairs, and festivals.
J
Author’s Purpose JL
To give information about the first
ThanKsgiving and how it is celebrated today.
Your Turn ":’/gﬁ

Talk about the author’s purpose for writing
“Share the Harvest and Give Thanks.”

Go Digital! use the interactive graphic organizer

313

n; (b) Siede Preis/Photodisc/Getty Images

(t) Foodcollectio



25.077656


null, track 1

2012

6.6612425


. Writing and Grammar

iglReaders to...

@) Ideas Blair had an idea for areport. She
1 used details to tell about her topic.

Blair’s Report

Our nation’s birthday is July 4.

We celebrate with fireworks.
The fireworKs burst loudly. Big
Kids like them a lot. Little Kids

quickly cover their ears!

o Your Turn ﬁ/
What details did Blair use in her report?
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how often end in -ly, such as slowly, quickly,

loudly, softly, neatly, and gladly.

Q)»\ Adverbs That Tell How Some adverbs
A /4 tell how an action is done. Adverbs that tell

) | The fireworks burst loudly.
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Your Turn o 5

e Find another word in Blair’s report that
tells how an action is done.

e \Write new sentences using words that
tell how.

315




null, track 1

2012

18.520771


2.5861237


null, track 1

2012

9.92653


