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Essential Question

e - What can stories
' teachyou?
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Hi. I'm Katie. Reading is so much fun. | love to
read stories for many different reasons.

P Stories make me laugh.
» They teach me how to do new things.

P Stories inspire me to learn about other people.

Talk About lt; (€%

Write words you have learned
about stories. Talk with a
partner about other things you
can learn from stories.
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Words to Know

Vocabulary

Use the picture and the sentence to talk with
a partner about each word.

My head ached and hurt when | had
a bad cold.

When has your head ached?

== lom can concentrate in the quiet

library.

Name places where you can
concentrate.

Matt and June made a fun discovery
at the beach.

.= What fun discovery have you made?
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Jan went to school to be educated.

Why does someone become
educated?




work and effort.

takes effort.

Learning to ski takes lots of hard

Name something else that

practice.

something.

. Sam’s soccer skills improved with

Tell how you improved at doing

learn to knit.

something new?

My grandmother inspired me to

Who has inspired you to try

good job I did.

ds satisfied?

| am happy and satisfied with the

What word means almost the same

Your Turn

Pick three words. Then write three

questions for your partner to answer.

Go Digital! Use the online visual glossary
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| Essential Question
" What can stories teach you?

Read how one story taught a
bear an important lesson.

..

John Hovell




Bruno shivered. A frosty wind blew
through the forest. Bright red and orange
leaves danced around the trees. His paws
felt like blocks of ice. It was almost winter.
Bruno needed a warm, safe place to
hibernate, and he needed it now.

Bruno moved slowly through the
woods. He grumbled and growled to
himself. Finding a new place to sleep was
harder than he thought.

Bruno climbed up a small hill. He
hiked around a pond and walked on a
path. No place was right. Finally he made
an exciting discovery.




Bruno spotted a cave in the side of a rocky hill.
It was perfect except for one thing. He couldn’t fit
through the opening. It was blocked with a pile of dirt
and tangled roots.

Bruno sat down to think. “I'll just dig out some of
this dirt and make the entrance bigger,” he thought.
“Then I can finally get to sleep.”

Bruno dug and dug with his huge paws, but the
dirt was packed down hard. It took a lot of hard work
and effort. He pulled and pulled at the tree roots.

The roots were strong and too tough to rip out.
Bruno stopped to rest. His paws ached. They were red

and sore. Suddenly he heard a loud sound. “Crack!”




Bruno turned quickly and saw a small squirrel
eating a nut. He stopped eating and smiled at Bruno.

“You look like you need help,” said the squirrel.

Bruno sighed. “I have been trying to fit into this
cave, but it’s hopeless. I've been digging and digging,
but I haven’t improved the opening at all.”

“I'm Jack, and I can help,” said the squirrel.
“But you are too small,” said Bruno.

Jack told Bruno to sit down and rest. Bruno sat and
yawned as Jack scampered away. A few minutes later,
he came back.
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“What you need is a book,” said Jack. “Reading
can help you become educated. Books are filled with
knowledge.” He handed Bruno a thick red book.

Bruno moved to a bright, sunny spot. He put on his
glasses and tried to concentrate on the story. He paid
careful attention to the plot.

The story was about a lion and a mouse. The lion
thought the mouse was too small to help him.
One day the lion got caught in a net. The mouse
chewed the net’s ropes and helped the lion escape.




“Well, the lion in this story learned an important
lesson,” said Bruno. “I think I did, too.”

The story inspired Bruno. The mouse had sharp
teeth and so did Jack. Jack could help.

The new friends made a fine team. Jack chewed
through the thick roots and Bruno dug out the dirt.
They worked together all afternoon. Finally, Bruno
could fit through the opening.

“Are you satisfied and happy with your cozy new
home?” asked Jack.

“I sure am!” said Bruno. “And I learned something,
too. Good friends come in small packages.”
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Make Connections

! Talk about the story of the Lion and the
@ Mouse. How did it help Bruno solve his
problem? ESSENTIAL QUESTION

Discuss how you and your friends help
one another. TEXT TO SELF



