Comprehension Strategy

Reread

When you read a story for the first time, you may find that some
of the events, descriptions, or details are confusing. As you read
“Whitewater Adventure,” you can stop and reread difficult parts
of the story to check your understanding.

Find Text Evidence

You may not be sure how Nina feels about her older sister,
Marta. Reread the first paragraph of “Whitewater Adventure” on

page 37.

Idon’t know about you, but I never pictured my family on
a whitewater rafting vacation in Colorado. We had tried rafting
several times before with instructors and guides. All of us liked
it! I come from a family of excellent athletes, and I sometimes
have to work hard at holding my own. I didn’t even mind when
my sister, Marta, who is fourteen, kept correcting my technique.
Because she’s three years older, Marta believes it’s her mission
in life to make sure I do everything perfectly. “Nina, hold your
paddle this way. Nina, plant your feet firmly,” she corrects.
Honestly, sometimes she’s full of herself, although I guess she

means well.

" At first, I'm not sure what
Nina means by “it’s her
mission in life to make
sure | do everything
perfectly.” When I reread
the paragraph, | can infer
that Nina is being sarcastic,
because her sister Marta

_ often corrects her.

Why is Nina's solution to the problem successful? Reread
page 39 to answer the question. As you read other
selections, remember to use the strategy Reread.
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Comprehension Skill

Problem and Solution

The plot of a story usually involves a problem that the main
character or characters in the story need to solve. What the
characters want to do or change is called the problem. The
way the problem is solved is called the solution.

Find Text Evidence

When I read the beginning of “Whitewater Adventure” on page
37, I'learn that the characters are Nina, Marta, Mom, and Dad,
and that they are whitewater rafting on the Colorado River one
summer. When | read what Mom said on page 38, | learn about
the problem they encounter.

Character

Nina, Marta, Mom, Dad

Setting

Colorado River in summer: a raft

Reread the remaining section
of “Whitewater Adventure.”

Problem

rocKs. graphic organizer by recording

¥ the events that show how

the family tries to solve the

Events . .
problem, and then telling their

+ solution.

Solution Go Digital!
Use the interactive graphic organizer
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Literature

Realistic Fiction

The selection “Whitewater Adventure”is realistic fiction.
Realistic fiction:
- Tells about characters and events that resemble people
and events in real life
« May have adventure involving actions to reach a goal
« May create suspense through dialogue and details

’ Find Text Evidence

| can tell that “Whitewater Adventure” is realistic fiction. Rafting
is an adventure that could happen in real life, and it happens in a
place that actually exists. The author also creates suspense.

i Suspense Suspense is what you

Suddenly, I was distracted by a bear coming out of the trees, i

but it turned around and began to retrace its steps. All of us fe e I W h e n yo u a re u n ce rta i n a n d
must have been distracted by that bear because, in the blink of

an eye, we ran into a problem! Our raft came to a complete halt.

“What's wrong?” I asked, hoping I didn’t sound nearly as e XC i t e d a b O u t h OW eve n t S i n a

anxious as I felt.

“Yikes!” exclaimed Mom. “We're stuck on some rocks!” Sto ry Wi I I t u r n O u t . U n eX p ected

“Maybe a river guide will come by and give us a shove,”

suggested Marta. However, there wasn’t a soul in sight. She tried
shouting, “HELLO, OUT THERE!” All we heard back was an - eve n tS h e | p c reate S u S p e n S e .

echo. To make matters worse, storm clouds were gathering. The
_- ; ;
Your Turn DS

List three details in “Whitewater
Adventure”that show the story is
realistic fiction. Then identify ways
the author builds suspense.

“Don’t worry, folks, I know what we can do,” said Dad. “It’s
the front of the raft that’s stuck, so let’s all sit in the stern. Our
weight will probably shift the raft off the rocks.” Carefully, Mom
and Marta moved to the rear. Nothing happened.




Vocabulary Strategy cl‘.

Idioms

An idiom is an expression that cannot be understood from

the meanings of the individual words in it. To figure out the
meaning of an idiom, you have to use clues in the sentence or
the surrounding sentences.

Find Text Evidence

When | read the end of the first paragraph on page 37, | see

an idiom. In the sentences that came before, Marta is always
correcting Nina, as if Marta thinks of herself as an expert. The
idiom she’s full of herself means she thinks she knows everything.

“Nina, hold your paddle this way. Nina,
plant your feet firmly,” she corrects. “

Honestly, sometimes|she’s
full of herself |although
I guess she means well.”

Use context clues in the sentence or the surrounding
sentences to help you figure out the meanings of the
following idioms from “Whitewater Adventure.”

holding my own, page 37

in the blink of an eye, page 38

on cloud nine, page 39
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6655 Writing Traits

An author’s way of writing is called style. Word choice,
sentence length, dialogue, and descriptions help create style.
An author’s tone may be serious, suspenseful, or humorous,
for example. Reread the passage below from “Whitewater
Adventure” to identify the author’s style and tone.

Expert Model

Stgle and Tone I don’t know about you, but I never pictured
How does author’s my family on a whitewater rafting vacation in
style help us learn Colorado. We had tried rafting several times
about the narrator? before with instructors and guides, and all of

us liked it! I come from a family of excellent
What is the author’s athletes, and I sometimes have had to work hard
tone? at holding my own. I didn’t even mind when my

sister, Marta, who is fourteen, kept correcting my
technique. Because she’s three years older, Marta

believes it’s her mission in

life to make sure I do
everything perfectly.
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Jack wrote a story about the beginning of
an exciting adventure. Read Jack’s revision
of this section.

Student Model

WINTER ADVENTURE
By the time Mark got to his

Grandma and Grandpa’s farm,
blizzard

there was aAsno\«tstop%.

We made it by the sKin of our teeth!
"WoW}: sdaid Mark.

, there
The next morningﬁiﬂner?’ was

and it was still coming down
more than four feet of snow, After

put on his coat and

breakfast, GrandpaAsaid to Mark,

“The animals have to eat, too. Let's

go to the barn,Kiddo.”
) He picked up his own coat.

“How, Grandpa?” asked Mark. "I

can’'t even see the barn!”

A Add
/,\ Add a comma.

_Y Take out.
Check spelling.

== Make a capital letter.

Grammar,Handbook;
Subjects and

Predicates
See page 451.

oy

[/ Identify how Jack used
description and dialogue
to give his story a
suspenseful tone.

& Look at the subjects and
predicates Jack used.

[/ Tell how revisions
improved his writing.

Go Digital!
Write online in Writer’s Workspa
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